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DESIGN 
How a Kenyan Startup Is Rethinking AI for 
Small Businesses 

Seoul National University of Science and 
Technology researchers develop new AI-
assisted pipeline to identify errors in 
construction design documents 

What AI Reveals About Architecture That 
Was Never Built 

Against Program: The Productive 
Ambiguity of Contemporary Architecture 

    

A Kenyan startup is developing compact, 
practical AI tools that work with mobile-
money workflows and local small-
business needs. Its approach prioritizes 
affordability, language access and 
operation on modest hardware over giant 
cloud models. 

An AI-assisted pipeline compares 
extracted information across drawings 
and specification files to flag 
inconsistencies before construction. The 
research reports 253 detected issues, 
including 29 important errors, in its test 
material. 

AI visualisations reconstruct and 
compare unrealised historic building 
proposals, making architectural 
alternatives more accessible. The article 
also raises questions about interpretation 
and the difference between documented 
evidence and speculative rendering. 

The essay questions buildings designed 
for narrowly fixed uses and argues for 
adaptability, spatial flexibility and 
longevity. It draws on past modular-
building experiments to examine why 
intended reuse sometimes fails. 

IEEE Spectrum | 3 November 2026 Seoul National University of Science and Technology | 3 
November 2026 

ArchDaily | 5 November 2026 ArchDaily | 9 November 2026 
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ENGINEERING 

Are Drone Ports the Next Annoying Tech 
Neighbor? 

AI Agents Are Testing the Limits of Zero-
Trust Security 

Brain Stimulation Device Aims to Treat 
Women’s Health Conditions 

MIT scientists break a 20-year rule and 
unlock never-before-seen crystal 
structures 

   
 

As automated package delivery 
expands, noise, safety and 
neighborhood acceptance increasingly 
influence where drone ports can operate. 
The story explores how engineering 
choices and planning rules affect their 
compatibility with populated areas. 

Autonomous software agents complicate 
conventional authentication, monitoring 
and accountability. A sponsored technical 
analysis argues for verifying actions at 
agent boundaries and limiting permissions 
even when an agent is part of a trusted 
workflow. 

A portable transcranial direct-current 
stimulation device is being developed for 
symptoms related to menstrual health 
conditions. Its consumer-facing form 
factor highlights an emerging class of 
neurological wearables requiring careful 
clinical evaluation. 

MIT researchers used flexible molecular 
linkers to assemble nanoparticles into 
crystal structures inaccessible to rigid-
link approaches. The work expands the 
design space for nanostructured 
materials with possible future photonic 
and catalytic functions. 

IEEE Spectrum | 4 November 2026 IEEE Spectrum / Queen’s University Belfast (Sponsored) | 9 
November 2026 

IEEE Spectrum | 6 November 2026 Massachusetts Institute of Technology | 4 November 
2026 
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SLAC scientists find conclusive proof of a 
mysterious third type of magnetism 

Theory of broadband dissipation in cavity 
quantum electrodynamics 

Can Agentic Robotics Solve Robotics’ 
Data Scaling Problem? 

Korea opens its first AI humanoid data 
factory 

    
Specialised X-ray measurements provide 
direct evidence for altermagnetism, a 
magnetic state distinct from familiar 
ferro- and antiferromagnetism. Better 
understanding could enable spin-based 
information systems with improved 
speed and efficiency. 

A theoretical framework treats broadband 
energy dissipation in optical cavities more 
realistically, supporting improved 
predictions of light–matter coupling. The 
modelling could aid future photonic 
quantum devices. 

Researchers are exploring robots that 
generate structured control programs 
and test them in simulation, reducing 
dependence on huge collections of 
human demonstrations. This agentic 
approach could make robotic skill 
acquisition more scalable. 

Korean researchers established a data-
production facility with multiple 
humanoid platforms and human 
teleoperation to collect training 
examples for embodied AI. 
Standardised physical-interaction data 
could improve robot learning across 
tasks. 

SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory | 4 November 2026 Light Publishing Center / Chinese Academy of Sciences | 8 
November 2026 

IEEE Spectrum | 9 November 2026 National Research Council of Science & Technology 
(Korea) | 4 November 2026 
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