
Get a quick overview of the 
followings which will assist you in 

kick-starting your research.

What;  Why;  How
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NOT
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DANGER   OF   DOING 
IT  LATE
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! DANGER of LOW Impact



OVERVIEW
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— SAGE researchmethodsResearch

What has been done?
What were the hypotheses?

What were the research questions?
How was the work done?

When was it done?
Who did it?

What were the findings?
What were the conclusions?

Literature Review
Enhancing Subject Vocab

Establishing Context

Gaining New Perspectives

Identifying Research Methods

Gathering Research Results
Identifying Key Communicators

Understanding Subject Structure

Relating Ideas and Practice

Rationalising Significance

Identifying Theories

Identifying Research Instruments

Identifying impt variables



BENEFITS

13

Themes
Hypotheses

Opinions

Controversies

Hypotheses

Arguments

The research mind

Significant events

Ways of thinking

Show how your research can make a contribution?
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Scholarly Journals

BASED ON:
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Researchers 
/ Authors

Research

** Is it applicable  / relevant to your work?
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EXAMPLE - NOTES
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Note: Ultimately, organisation depends on the research question
and aims of study – you need synthesize ideas & respond
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How?
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Example 1
12

Their approach achieved wonderful performance,
but it only adopted the test items and did not
include the normal body indices of age, gender, blood
pressure, etc.
https://link-springer-com.library.sutd.edu.sg:2443/article/10.1007%2Fs11042-016-3719-1

https://link-springer-com.library.sutd.edu.sg:2443/article/10.1007/s11042-016-3719-1#CR12
https://link-springer-com.library.sutd.edu.sg:2443/article/10.1007/s11042-016-3719-1
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Example

https://kopernio.com/
viewer?doi=10.1007/s
12525-016-0219-
0&route=6

https://kopernio.com/viewer?doi=10.1007/s12525-016-0219-0&route=6
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Example

General Statement

Evidence / Support

Interpretation
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Example
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(* sugguest tells us / reveals / highlights / points to / implies)
This is important / significant because …..
Author X (2017) acknowledges ….
This is worth nothing as / because it…
This can be illustrated by …
What this means* is … (*shows / tells us / reveals ..)
… tells us that …
… importantly* this suggests that …. (*crucially, significantly)
…. Which points to / suggests the need for …
…. Which is vital / crucial as it …
…. Which shows / illustrates that ….
…. Which is significant as it….
… meaning that …
… illustrating / pointing to the need for …

Agrees
Argues
Believes
Claims
Concedes
Demonstrates
Disagrees,
Emphasizes
Insists

Suggests
Observes
Reports
Says
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— SAGE researchmethods
PROCESS  FLOW

START

Identify Possible Searchable Media
DEFINE NEEDS

Formulate Search Strategies
More sources needed for searching

Formulate new strategies because vocabulary 
and understanding are enhanced

Revise

More information needed, gaps identified
Improve understanding of needs

More gaps identified, more understanding needed

FINISH

Search
Find
Select
Read
Analyse
Extract
Think/Reflect
Integrate
Synthesise
Draft (provisional structure decided, gaps identified)
Think / Reflect

Redraft (possibly several times)

Revise
Final draft – edits and sub-edits

Read again, e.g. to review understanding

Redefine

E.g. Weakness in structure, grammar, style, lack of 
clarify, factual errors, inconsistencies

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Se
ar

ch
 &

 
Re

tr
ie

va
l

Re
ad

 &
 

Re
fle

ct
W

rit
e
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